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ABSTRACT

Post independent Nigeria of forty-eight (48) years ago, had witnessed

various forms of governments in which many of them end up with bad records

of exploitation and reckless plundering of the nation's wealth for personal gain

and leaving the poor masses in pains. Nigeria has witnessed high crime rate,

insecurity, injus ice, moral decadence, poverty and so. Upon all these social

evils, most ministers of the gospel stood aloof. What a pity?

The si a ion of Nigeria calls for the spirit of boldness on the side of the

clergy, like hose who rose stoutly in Judah and Israel to address e si uation

on ground. e igerian churches need prophets like Amos, whose voices

will reach e corrupt leaders and ci izens of his time, in and 0 e he

church.

In this a er, the intention is 0 challenge the prophetic or as oral

ministry in e 'a in relation to pas ors he Nigerian Baptist Co . I

is high time e sify their services 0 bring about national trans" . I

is their duty eak out amidst 0 si e ce in Nigeria, if Baptis s

tenet of righ e living in high es ee hen the Nigerian Bap 0 on

can begin to de are war against al & rm of ungodliness and sness

in our nation, as ors should e ade to know that e role of

advocacy in eq . airness, jus ice 0 change the natio

The resea h work is di i ed into five chac.e-s Chapter one is

introduction, cha er two is litera re review, chap e --~::es on Amos and his

prophecies, chap er four is on Nigerian socio-eco ntext and chapter is

for summary, conclusion and recommendations. T e research work is purely

library research.
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however disheartening that majority of the government officials and the ordinary

citizens that are being caught in man of the social vices belong to one religious

organization or the other. Bl!t in this paper, the researcher is more concerned with the

Chr.istian tradition, knowing fully v ell of the influence of religion on the peoples'

mindset. what hould religious leaders do to help ameliorate the social or ordeals that

are hamp ring nation building.

Th m
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ge of Amos is very mu h relevant in contemporary Nigeria. The

were not philosoph u ring eternal truth in the abstract. They
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n ith r the character 0 G

i n that brought about
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It is disheartening hearing and reading stories of embezzlement of both public

and church funds by some church leaders and laities. This is an indication of the

martyrdom of moral values. If church leaders succeed in dealing with themselves and

their members, they may then proceed to the pubic sphere and make a difference to

the social disorder in the society. Th y should not hesitate like Amos, to confront, if

need be. the political hegemony and th affluent in the society of their corruption,

marginalization of the poor and pen

weapon I the ord of God. They m

the conscience of the people. The

they must per i t in declaring the \

recalcitrant. Frantic effort should

country. This could be achieved thr

in the light of Gods word.
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priest, had to instruct Amos to leave Bethel at once. The Nigerian religious leaders

should learn from him.

In igeria, church leaders normally preach against social injustice and

lopsided go ernment policies while they are in their churches. But they tend to be

silent \ hile in th public probably a a result of fear and attempt to curry favour with

the politi al h ~ many.

Th u of the prophets wa pra tical in that they were charged with the

responsibility 0 ailing the people 0 indi idual and corporate repentance and

drawing the n i n back to the prin i

an be chang

~ for us to make rhic ~111:Ul~"1"

divine law. Nigeria which is seen as a

the efforts of genuine prophets orcorrupt

pastors. God i
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obedient to the law of the land and the recognition that all men irrespective of colour

or race are of one blood having been created in the image of God.

3. Pastors should uphold both prophetic and pastoral ministry 111 high esteem.

The prophetic responsibility be directed first towards condemning the ills of the

society - the perversion of justice, the oppression that is being instituti'onalized and

the sins that ar eing glossed over. Like the Old Testament prophets, the church

mu t awaken i I from the slumber and condemn every evil and self-righteousness.

The proph mini try must also be directed towards revealing God's will and

message to while the pastoral re ponsibility to minister comfort and hope to

millions of ••.•••..•..•ns, \ ho are dail ri n ing hopelessness through the politi al

uncertainty 0 ountry and th n ing economic adjustment, through

d social support.

4. Pastors n omment on . for example, issuing occasioaa

press releases com ~ ing on the poli . in the country. A pre
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position. As a social institution, it suffers from the weakness of its society, but unlike

the society that must search for economic and ideological answer from International

Monetary Fund

scripture.

6. mini r must be aware that theologization worth to embark upon today, is

F) and other western countries the church has an answer in the

that \\ hieh rnax - eaning to people in his existential situation.
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Doctrine of cheap grace must not be part of Gospel message, it means

justification of sin without the justification of the sinner, and grace alone does

everything. The advocate of cheap grace preaches forgiveness without repentance.

Theology of judgment need to be brought to limelight as God is going to judge every

work Ecclesiastes 12:14.

I I. Discipleship, the problem \\ ith igerian churches is that there are more

members who are not discipled. The hurch has to seriously embark on discipleship

which can cause massive spiritual r irth in churches which will in turn affect the

nation.


