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ABSTRACT
Suffering in Christian ministry today. 1s in difterent forms and shapes. It comes as pain as
remptation, as trial, as trouble, as self-denial and even death. Th& meaning and the benetit of

sutfering are shown by the life and ministry of Paul the Apostle.

Paul the Apostle has about 1/3 of the New Testament credited to him. And each o1 these
books has mentions of suffering in one torm or another. The mémions come both as a declaration
and experience of the Apostle himself, Paul shows that the Christian should picpare to sufto . and
prepare to reap the gains of suffering. Paul proves that from the lite and ministrv ot Jesus Chiist
that suffering is not an end, but a means to the beginning of another experience i Chiistian
ministry. Suffice it to sav. that Christ endured the cross because of the latter wlor Paw veve
similar sign when he mentioned the glory that .awuits Christians in heaven, especially the crons

.

The Apostle Paul also shows that suftering is a necessary accomplishment with Chrisoan

ministry He talks of Christian ministry as a general responsibility of the Christian Church on

hehalf ot Jesus Christ.

Hope appears as a motivating vehicle for the Christian o endure sutfering. Throuch
endurance. a Christian subdues the negative consequence of sulfering and takes the nest ad ol
out of that experience. Hope to make heaven through faith in Christ is illustrated: A heaven wher

suffering exists no more is the final destination. Every Christian sutferer is a sulfering pilerin



B. CONCLUSION

When Christians sin, the consequ;nce of sin, is the exercise of God's holy character. which
1s invested in His justice and mercy. Punishment for sin, or wrong done is a just act of God
may be an opportunity for evil to come in, but there is a way out. the way is in the repentance o
the sutfering, an acknowledgement of the wrong, a L'»Olnft’.SSiﬂll of the act.  All brings the meres
side of God into manifestation.

The world is sentenced to vanity; the god of this world does no good  Christians i the
world, work against the rule of the world therefore must pay the price tor their dislovaliv 1o the
ruler ship of the god of this world. The hope is in the sovereignty of God. who sets the Tt ol
power of this god, thus there is relicf at the end. This is the case when Christian suflers as ST
of their commitment to the message of Christ.' God however allows sutfering cqual to the copine
capacity of Christians. The seed of life, grows to become the tree of lite n the soul of man. o

God to allow extreme affliction, by that “He is nailed to the same cross as Chrisi™

'ludith Parkins. * "The Self as sufferer”™ Harvard Theological Review. Vol. 85: No 3 July 1992 p 263
“Simone Weil. Gateway To God. (Glasgow: Fontana Books. 1970). p.87.
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Paul presents the cross as a mark of reproach in his theology of suftering. and both
affiliates.' Reproach is common to the preaching of the l;ingdnm of God.

Suffering is for the purpose of Education in Christian ministrva' Used to teach the Chiistian
how to care for others who might experience similar fates. Suffering is educational. when the end
result teaches others how to cope with similar suffering to the glory of God 11 1s the will o Gt
to suffer in this circumstance not for punishment but for promotion.”

Faith does not prevent suffering, but keeps the suffering on the goal and the God who
delivers. It therefore helps the sufferer overcome suffering profitably.

The purpose of God’s call on Christians is not to suffer, but to be who He wants them 1o
be, however, the journey towards becoming require suffering. Ch-istian ministers would depend
what they teach, preach and live, with doses of pain and sorrow. To prove what thev believe they
suffer, such minister is called by Paul to be “a living sacrifice”™ (Rom. 12 1) KJ\"

The events of the life of Jesus Christ, thé ministry of Paul the Apostle has shown thar no
sutfering theology™ is anti God. But God has the ability to deal Wiﬂ.l suttering. The sufterer must
however co-operate with God for suffering to be profitable.

he reality is that humanity has no solution to the problem of sufferime. and canno
eliminate it." The sutferer should bear it justly and hopefully. This is because the tather-heart of
Giod makes him suffer when His children suffer. Sutfering is not just a moral i1ssue bur also o

theological one.

Hanson. Studies In Paul’s Technique And Theology. P51
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‘Leslic 0. Wheatherhead. Salute To A Sufferer. (London: Epworth Press. 1962). p. 17.
“Michiel. God and Human Suffering. P42




Today, suffering in often seen as a general affliction of the church by adherents or othe
faiths. the government of the day, or various institutional agents. This kind of suffering s close o
Christian suffering.  General hardship that engulfs a nation or an area 15 not Christian suticrm:
Only sufferings generated by belief in or obedience to God's only son should be assocuted w
Christian suftering.

For Christian who suffers for what they do, in the name of who they believe and protess
hope rises again. Like those that have gone ahead, seek not to be free but to overcome by taith im

the same. LORD and Kurios,
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