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A. Conclusion ‘
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Christian persecution is indeed a painful scenario.
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Being flagged off from the days of the martiyrs of |

stephen (Acts. 2:54~60), tae Church had expsriencec great

i
I
hardship and unrest (4cts 8:1D)e Accoralng to O'Donovan,|
]
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"persecution is a painful disciplingse.”

_ During thoss period, Christians and clerics were
subjected to varying degrees of humilistion and death. ;\ T

The manner of their death varied., While some were drawn,/ |\

othera wsre simply burnt to death.® b
The intensity of hostilities in some cases went fnmihs

beyond death. In order to ensure the dis-continuity of

Christiznity among future generations, it was not uncommon
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that Christians were denied statutory rights to monas-

tries and land even when they were bonafide qualified to

Buch facilities.5 Lhis led vo decline im Christian

‘education and by extersion disciplesnipe.
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Most Christian .iterary works were endangered.
Christian seriptures and other holy books were either
¢

confiscated or burnt.4 The dearth of Christian literature

had;been readily linked to wuch barbaric "acts" in their

effort to exterminate Christianity.
s However, the enemies were proved wrong. Rather fhan;
.being'burnt Christianity grew'tnrough persecutions. A ?
glexring dttebtatxon to this fact was that baul went to i
Dawgascus to persecute the Church but he returned a E
Christian.” : g
| The ripple effects that resulted from the conversioni
of ﬁéul were further aided by persecuticns., -This was ‘11
appropriateiy observed by Keeley. ) | Fﬁ
/

This evangelistic c¢alling helped by
persececution waich drove tTae wovewent
botn eastward and eventually into.
Southward nussia and Westward to tae
Hew world.® '
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That was the beginning of foreign lMissionary works which

~—

began in 1782 until todsy. These foreign risscicnaries j
were respoansible for the spread of Christianities nany

African countries including migeria.?
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In conclusicn, tiheorefore, 1% 4s absolutely correct
to assert that persecution is not .an end ~ put
transitory. The case study of the 5%?"Cutéd
Christians attested tOlTﬁiﬁ. ‘ney, "did not make DETES -

i &

cution an end in itoelf.n”

kather than being discouwraged, persecuted Christians

regarded themselves as pveing on the errands of Jesus
Christ. According to Chamber,

i _
. «esWOARH We Were on Jesus Chri

:
no time 1is TOo be Takewn Lo s5tan

for ocurselves. Personal iasul
occasiocn on the saint for revealing tne,
.incrediple sweetness of tThe Lord '

This is no ‘doubt in line with the ascartron of Paul that
an}OQE'%ho ingend to live a . godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecﬁteq by the unregenersted {2 Tim. 5:12).
Finally, it is hoped *that necessary information.

has been giwven in this nrojcct as to encourage future
research works on relsted and allied nPjnct

Promiheﬁt among suén areas are the prolilcration of
churches anu vae ittoudant docbrine of prosperity all

over “major cities and towns in Nigeria today.
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B, &mvaluation

]

(1) The impact of persecutions on Chrigtians had becen
"both bitter and wfortunate out rewarding. It was
bitter and trapgedy in the sense that lives and
properties were lost in the process. In Higerian
_context, it had been stories of woes and pains for
the Christians. ‘They nad been at the receiving .

ends from their Islamic brotaers.

(2) It hes been rewarding irn the sense tnat persecution
had greatly nelped Chri&tianity to spread.to
Nigeria. . . . o S
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C. Recommendations

As effective .. antidotes tcowards further persecutions
of Christians, the following recommeniation are put

forward, These are spiritual and governmental.

(1) Spiritual approach should be adopted. Here,
Christians should pray for the intervention of
God who is ‘able to coutrol all hearts including
the unbelievers for peaceful co-existence.

(2) b&ietiste:ce of Christians should bhe promoted
and encourared. The National Yecuth Service

Corps” Scheme is already promoting inter-religious



harmony among the members of the scheme through | A
de-religious stratvegics, _ . NS By
) \S- “:. S
(3)  -Government should be neutral con 31l matters of P 50 )
L . o Lt ]
religion., Rather than support a religlon &as agalnstg %
0 . .l' ) ’\.\ 4
others, every religion should be allowed to strive | yi
E A
on equal terrain. : - : y AR

jteligious dishermony is undesirable, It should be TR
discouraged, Christianity should be allowed to flourish

unhindered any longer. - 14

{¢) In Wigerim here, persecutions had alwmys been from Vil
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the Muslime ageinst the Chyistiana, The reverse % case reor )

has been very reoy if =% all it kannened. The Christizans

were dispersed ia the procecs and evangclims tempo rises \
Mhes ot twacts mare nersceutiong, She vicious - clwcele

go crected is u polenvial subjecd for fuether research,



